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Yahoo Finance Market Summary effectively displays 
the index returns as text by aligning them on a grid 
and indicating the relationship of positive and negative 
numbers by using color.  The graphic visual diplays the 
trends over time.

The QR code is a two dimensional bar code that can be 
read by mobile phone cameras. The result of scanning 
the QR code takes the person to a website,  phone 
number or sms text making it easier and faster to 
access information on mobile phones.

This is an example of an information visualization because 
it displays data that is aligned on a grid and as a graphical 
representation by displaying data on a vertical axis (trend) 
and horizontal axis (over time).

This is a motion visual found in an elevator lobby. It is an example of information art because the data  is displayed as fish 
images moving on an invisible grid that is not labeled. It shows a trend that is not measurable.

Text and Visuals Information Visualization Information Art

Pattern

Source: http://finance.yahoo.com/marketupdate/overview

Source: www.russell.com

Source: Tom Fisher

Source: www.ghacks.net



I had read previously that large numbers of sea birds were killed when the tsunami 
washed over their islands.  Upon reading the content of this page I feel hope that life 
continues to go on after a catastrophic event (tsunami). 

Web page that evokes emotion
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Source: msnbc.com
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These are representational illustrations 
showing the location of rods, cones and 
ganglean cells in the retina. By using 
illustrations, this helps the viewer focus and 
understand their location in the retina by 
focusing on their form in a stylized way. 

Representational picture
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Analogical picture

This example is understandable by the 
viewer if they have an idea of the map of 
the city, heat maps that show frequency 
of  tweet locations on the map, and how 
tweeting works from mobile devices.
Source: Tom Fisher

Focused: Present as much information as needed.

Targeted: Understand your audience.

True: Persuade through fact.

Credible: Provide evidence to support the idea/argument.

Concrete: Prevend misinterpretations, clear display of information.

Contextual: Clear function of the message.

Actionable: Change how people think.

Narrative: Meaningful sequence of information.

Sequential: Guides users.

Unified: Looks alike, integrated images, words and text.

Engaging: What to do with the informatioin. How to respond.

Targeted
Credible

Concrete

Sources:  
www.eyedesignbook.com
http://flightline.highline.edu

Source:  Margerison-McCann Team Manaagement Systems
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The blue links do not stand out clearly against the black 
background and take longer to process (read).
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Blue and black text legibility differences Web page using blue color for text*

Source: www.russell.com

Source: my.yahoo.com

On the white backgound, the blue text does not stand out as 
clearly as the black text. It has less contrast.

The blue tends to recede and takes more effort to read and scan.

Source: my.yahoo.comThe black text stands out and is quicker to read and scan.

Web page using black color for text*

*For this assignment, I used a section from My Yahoo which is a 
customizable “portal” where I can subscribe to RSS feeds . 
One of the features is the ability to change the colors of the 
background and text elements.  
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The navigation section of this page is clearly defined from the page content.
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Distinct continuity #1 Distinct continuity #2

Source: www.nathan.com

The images draw attention and clearly define sections of content. The left navigation appears as a 
secondary emphasis by only displaying text. This area is isolated visually from the main page content.

Source: www.behance.com
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Colors that are a shade or tint variations of the same hue.
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Desaturated light value for background Monochromatic color scheme

Source: www.reputationtorevenue.com

Source: www.mindboxcreativegroup.com
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Three hues equally positioned on the color wheel.
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Complimentary color scheme Triad color scheme

Source: www.reputationtorevenue.com

Source: http://home.monster.com

Colors positioned opposite one another on the color wheel.
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Color grouping related elements

Source: www.natural_homeremedies.com

Proximity to group related elements

Source: www.lib.ncsu.edu.com
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Size and contrast to group related elements

Source: www.rei.com

Contour enclosing related elements

Source: https://sc.omniture.com
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Relationship depicted: Time series

Graph format: Line graph

Graph appropriate to data: Yes

Level of detail: Medium

Perceptual task: Position along a common scale

Overarching question: How much $10,000 
invested in this fund will grow over time.

Table designed for the purpose of analysis
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Annotated graph sample 1

Source: www.russell.com

Source: Russell Investments Core Equity Fund Factsheet 3/31/2011

Source: MSCI Index

Annotated graph sample 2

Relationship depicted: Ranking

Graph format: Horizontal bar graph

Graph appropriate to data: Yes

Level of detail: High

Perceptual task: Length judgement, position along a 
common scale.

Overarching question: How individual economic 
sectors perform compared to the MSCI Kokusai 
index.
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How could text be made more legible
- Remove page background images (several backgrounds were animated).
- Remove colored boxes from text areas.
- Develop consistent text size schema.

Instruction set: Eudora Quick Start Guide

Visual Communication HCDE 511

Body copy that is not highly legible: Yale Art Department 

Source: http://www.eudora.com/email/docs/

Source: http://art.yale.edu/

Source: http://journalofia.org/

Headings that create an effective visual hierarchy: Journal of Information Architecture

What was done well
- Clear hierarchy of heading levels.
- Indents to indicate sub sections.
- Numbered steps.
- Visual example of screenshot.

What could be done better
- Change color of Heading 2 
  and screenshot title.
- Change alignment of page 
  headers and footers.

Consistent visual hierarchy
- Heading text sizes and colors
  are consistent across all pages.
- Consistent page grid reinforces
  content hierarchy.
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